
Appendix 2

Quick Guide to Planning a God-centered Worship Service

 XE "prayer:in worship" 

 XE "worship:planning" 1. Plan the prayer time as earnestly as you do the praise time. Lead it differently each week.

· Have a prayer time at the heart of the worship service. Make it the focus of worship rather than a book-end. 

· Have at least 20 minutes of uninterrupted praise and prayer. 

· Try starting the service with upbeat songs and then more meditative songs right before and after the prayer time. 

· The songs should flow into and out of your prayer time seamlessly. The music never stops. Eliminate the dead silence that often precedes and follows prayer. 

· If you’re leading prayer, be on the pulpit standing behind the praise leader as he or she finishes the song. Step to the microphone instantly as they move aside. Don’t say anything that distracts the people’s attention from the Lord. The same’s true for the worship leader following the prayer time.

· Try using other words for prayer like communicate, talk to, etc. 
2. Guide the congregation to pray by suggestion rather than example.

· Try beginning the prayer time by asking the congregation to meditate on the words of a short scripture as you say it several times. 

· Try beginning the prayer time by asking the congregation to visualize a Biblical situation. You might ask them to close their eyes and see themselves in the heavenly throne room, at the foot of the cross, in the garden of the empty tomb, or entering the holy of holies. 

· Forget the idea that you have to be talking to lead people in prayer. Try suggesting something for them to pray about and then be quiet for several seconds while they pray their own prayer. 
· Not every time, but often lead them through the whole sequence of prayer: repentance, praise, thanksgiving, kingdom needs, supplication for others, forgiveness of others, and finally personal needs. 

· Suggest specific things for them to pray about, like: each person seated around them, their Sunday School teacher, church staff, missionaries, government leaders, etc. 

· Don’t be afraid to have a time in which you encourage them to listen to God. 

· Try to keep God's people in the habit of talking with the Lord about Kingdom needs and other people more than they do about themselves. 
· Conclude the prayer time with a pastoral prayer in which he focuses on praying for the congregation.

3. Don't forget whose presence you’re in.

· Listen to your own prayers. Is that really what you would say in the throne room of the Heavenly Father? 

· When the congregation needs to pray as one, tell them. Say something like, "There’s something we all need to talk to the Lord about now, please pray silently what I pray out loud." 

· Never corrupt prayer by using it to make an announcement or preach a mini-sermon. 
